










 

 

January 21, 2020 

 
Dr. Rachel L. Levine 
Secretary of Health 

Pennsylvania Department of Health 
 

 
Dear Dr. Levine, 
 

We are contacting you because it is our understanding that the PA DEP has reached out to you regarding the 
presence of asbestos at the Rockhill Quarry in East Rockhill Township, Bucks County, PA where mining 
operations are under a temporary cessation due to the asbestos. Actions with regard to testing and mitigation 

plans submitted to PA DEP for approval by Quarry Operators raise alarming concerns among residents due to 
the close proximity of mining operations to a highly residential area.  Since we do not know details of your 

involvement or the extent of information you have been provided by PA DEP, we would like to supply you 
with reports produced by our own expert and other communications regarding asbestos hazards at the Rockhill 
Quarry. 

 
REPA (Rockhill Environmental Preservation Alliance, Inc.) has TAKEN ACTION to protect the health and 
wellbeing of our residents and their families and felt it was imperative to hire a QUALIFIED expert to review 

documents submitted to DEP.  We, THE RESIDENTS, went through an extensive vetting process and hired 
an extremely competent Geologist with 30 years experience in the asbestos, mining and regulatory fields.  Our 
expert’s thorough review of test procedures and plans produced multiple reports that revealed many alarming 

concerns.  To date, testing and plans submitted by the Quarry Operators to DEP have been inadequate, false 
and misleading.  

  
Asbestos being airborne is beyond serious for residents in East Rockhill and those along quarry truck routes.  
As you well know, children’s lungs are even more susceptible to diseases caused by exposure to asbestos.  

Children living within 300 feet of mining operations and almost 12,000 children attending schools within a 5 
mile radius of the quarry will be put at risk for exposure should the Rockhill Quarry be permitted to resume 
operations.  How can ANY precautionary measure prevent extremely light asbestos fibers from being released 

into the air and carried beyond quarry property to nearby residents during a mining 
blast?   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBjzNANHmh4 

 
Attached please find our expert's reports and other communications supporting our statements in this letter.  
We ask you to please review the facts presented and consider the risks, hazards and impact that allowing this 

quarry to operate will have on the health and wellbeing of residents and their families. 
 
We sincerely appreciate your attention to this matter in your mission to support the protection of people from 

hazards to their health.  Please feel free to contact us if you require additional information. 
 
 

Respectfully Yours, 
Rockhill Environmental Preservation Alliance, Inc. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBjzNANHmh4


 

 

 

 cc: The Honorable Steven Santarsiero, 10th Senatorial District   
 

ATTACHMENTS 
Reports prepared by REPA's Expert, Erskine Environmental Consulting (EEC): 

 

1. Review of Qualitative Geologic Survey Sampling Plan, Rockhill Quarry, East Rockhill Township, 
Bucks County, PA: Erskine Environmental Consulting dated June 6, 2019. 

2. Review of Asbestos Test Results, Rockhill Quarry, East Rockhill Township, Bucks County, PA: 
Erskine Environmental Consulting dated September 1, 2019. 

3. DEP Comment Regarding Heavy Equipment Loadout and Review of DEP Reanalysis of Asbestos 
Test Results by TEM Methodology, Rockhill Quarry, East Rockhill Township, Bucks County, PA: 
Erskine Environmental Consulting dated September 23, 2019. 

4. Review of Response to PADEP September 20, 2019 Letter, Rock Hill Quarry, Hanson Aggregates 
Pennsylvania LLC, SMP # 7974SM1 East Rockhill Twp., Bucks Co., PA, prepared by the RJ Lee 
Group: Erskine Environmental Consulting, dated October 13, 2019. 

5. Comments: Regulations of Asbestos Minerals RJ Lee Group Project Number: LLH901997, dated 
November 25, 2019; Transmittal of Qualitative Geologic Survey Report, Rock Hill Quarry, Hanson 
Aggregates Pennsylvania LLC, SMP # 7974SM1, East Rockhill Twp., Bucks Co., PA, January 16, 

2020  

 

ALL REPORTS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON REPA’s WEBSITE:   

https://rockhillpa.org/asbestos-update/ 
 

Communications with PA DEP 

6. Letter from Steven Baluh, P.E. (East Rockhill Township Engineer) to Michael Kutney, P.G. (via 
email) Chief, Permits & Technical Section Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection, December 23, 2019 Rockhill Quarry (Pierson Materials/Hanson 
Aggregates) Qualitative Geologic Survey Report, dated November 15, 2019 East Rockhill Township 

File No. 11-225 

https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/QGSSP_Review_6_6_19_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/QGSSP_Review_6_6_19_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Final_Testing_Review_Report_9_1_19_Rpt_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Final_Testing_Review_Report_9_1_19_Rpt_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Review-of-EMSL-DEP-Re-Analyses-9-23-19_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Review-of-EMSL-DEP-Re-Analyses-9-23-19_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Review-of-EMSL-DEP-Re-Analyses-9-23-19_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Review-of-EMSL-DEP-Re-Analyses-9-23-19_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Review-of-RJ-Lee-Group-Letter-CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Review-of-RJ-Lee-Group-Letter-CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Review-of-RJ-Lee-Group-Letter-CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Review-of-RJ-Lee-Group-Letter-CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/EEC-1.15.20-Report_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/EEC-1.15.20-Report_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/EEC-1.15.20-Report_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/EEC-1.15.20-Report_CL.pdf
https://rockhillpa.org/asbestos-update/
https://www.eastrockhilltownship.org/media/2084/2019-12-23-ert-comments-to-padep-on-qgsr.pdf
https://www.eastrockhilltownship.org/media/2084/2019-12-23-ert-comments-to-padep-on-qgsr.pdf
https://www.eastrockhilltownship.org/media/2084/2019-12-23-ert-comments-to-padep-on-qgsr.pdf
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